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MET. BALLOON WRECK

THOUGHTA "SAUCER"
NEW YORK,Wednesday (AAP).-—Reports that "the flyingdisc"has

beenfoundon a ranchat
Roswell,

New
Mexico, duringthe pastweekand has

been handedover to the Army Air Forcefor
investigation, yesterday startled

sceptics
who had been

laughing
at reports fromover40 Statesthat"flying

saucers"were being
continuallysightedin the skiesabovethe UnitedStates

and Canada.

The latest messagesfrom the
Army Air Force base at Fort

Worth,however,say that the object

found has been identified as

a weatherballoon.

When the discoverywas first
announced considerable secrecy
was maintained,and at one stage
further informationwas refused

and photos were banned because
"thisstockis on the highlevel."

Army Air Force headquarters

simultaneously began investigating

a reportthata secondobjecthad
been foundand handedto the
Air ForceTrainingCommandat
Barksdalefield, Louisiana.Louisiana

policelater declaredthat this
objectwas

"obviously
the work of

a prankster."

The Army Air Forcesaid that
both objectshad woodenframes
and officerswho saw the Roswell



Northern Star (Lismore, NSW : 1876 - 1954), Thursday 10 July 1947, page 1 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225523745

object concededthat it "mightbe
a meteorologicaldevice."

A Fort Worth officialdescribed

the Roswellobjectas a raywind

target,used to determine the
direction and velocityof a high
wind. He added that there are
about80 weather stationsin the
UnitedStatesusingthis type of
balloonand it couldhave come
fromany of them.

Later, GeneralRamey broadcast

to disratethe storywhichthe
discovery at Roswelltouchedoff
and

confirmed
thatit was a weather

observationdevice.

He added,"As for flyingdiscs,

I have neverseen one."

Some U.S. newspapers have featured

the experiments of Professor
Cotton,of Sydney,in causing
studentsto see brightsaucer-

shapedspots throughconcentrating

theirgazeon one placein thesky
for 10 minutes.

Latest freak reportsinclude:

Two men near Johannesburg

(S. Africa) reported seeingob-
jects"thesizeof

gramophone

re-
cordsflyingin V formation and
revolvingrapidly."

In England,a clergyman's

wifesaidthat,the otherevening,
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likea ringthana
saucer, flying

inlandfromthe sea.It was mov-
ing likea greyshadowagainstthe
clouds."

A shield-shaped,luminousob-

ject, "flyingat tremendous

speed,"was reportedseen over
North Zeeland (Denmark)by several

peoplewho said, "It disap-
pearedbehinda hill and pro-
bablyfell into the sea."

First reportof the
flying-saucers

came from PilotKennethArnold,
who, while flyingover the
State of Washington on June 24,
said he saw them flashingthrough

the skiesat an estimated 1200
m.p.h.
Army weatherexpertsin Washington

discountany idea that
weather balloonsof the type found
at Roswell couldbe the basisfor
scoresof reportsof flyingsaucers

overthe country.Theysaidthat
only a few balloonswere used
daily.


